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setting his foot on French territory since the war. This,
however, has not prevented him from keeping himself au
courant of every literary and dramatic event that takes
place on the banks of the Seine, and a French academician
of my acquaintance who was presented to him last summer
at Ems, and who spent several days there in his company,
could not sufficiently express his amazement, not merely at
the extraordinary purity of the prince's French, but like-
wise at the amazing manner in which he seems to have kept
track of everything that has happened at Paris in the world
of letters and art, as well as of the French idioms, figures
of speech, and even witticisms of the present day.
The delicacy which Prince George manifests with regard
to the French people, and his fear lest his admiration for
them should be misinterpreted, is largely due to the treat-
ment that he received at the hands of Empress Eugenie
at Carlsbad, in 1874 or 1875. Having been a frequent
and welcome guest at the Tuileries during the reign of
Napoleon III., the prince, when he found that the
widowed empress had arrived at Carlsbad, and had taken
up her residence at the very hotel at which he was staying,
naturally considered that he could not do otherwise than
take some notice of her presence; if he affected to ignore
her, he would have exposed himself to the reproach of
gross discourtesy j at the same time he felt that any public
form of attention might prove unwelcome to her, and
might possibly serve to impair her son's prospects of re-
covering his father's throne; so he contented himself with
sending her every day magnificent baskets of flowers, and
with bowing to her with the utmost deference, but without
attempting to accost her when he met her in the gardens or
park. He likewise caused it to be intimated to her secre-
tary, M. Pietri, that if at any moment she felt disposed to

